R more than 75 years, but only in the past 25 years has Missouri cotton taken a prominent rank among the crops of this state and in relation to the cotton crops of other states. Missouri is now producing some 400,000 acres, ranks eleventh among the 16 major cotton states in acreage but ninth in actual production. Though confined to a very small portion of the state, cotton ranks first in cash sales among the field crops of the state and is never lower than fourth in gross value.
The crop is confined to 15 counties in south Missouri with all but 1% of it found in seven southeastern counties. The region has fertile alluvial soil, is north of the boll weevil area, and is comparatively free from other insect pests and diseases.
It may be of interest to consider the main factors, aside from the rise in cotton prices, that account for the doubling in value of Missouri cotton during the past six years without appreciable increase in acreage. The 1941 crop was not the largest nor was the price the highest in the experience of growers, yet its value was twice that of any former crop. This was due largely t o the fact that growers had the best quality crop they had ever raised, to make the most of the rise in the market, and it appears that the 1942 crop will equal last year's.
From the grower's viewpoint cotton is strictly a cash crop. It is produced for only one purpose-the money it will return. Four factors usually determine how much money a cotton crop will bring, viz., (I) yield, (2) staple length, (3) grade, and (4) market price. The
